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Po Kok Secondary School

Secondary One Discretionary Places Application (2026 — 2027)
Frequently Asked Questions and Answers for Parents

1. Admission and Interview Information

Q1:

A:

Q2:

Q3:

Q4

Q5:

When does the application for Secondary One Discretionary Places for the 2026-2027
academic year begin and end? How many places are available?

The application for Secondary One Discretionary Places for the 2026-2027 academic year will begin
on January 2, 2026, and end on January 16, 2026. There are 132 Secondary One places in total, and
the school will admit 30% of these students (i.e., 40 students) in this phase.

How many students typically apply for Secondary One Discretionary Places?

The school receives 3 to 5 times more applications than the number of available Secondary One
discretionary places each year.

What are the school's admission criteria?

The school emphasizes students' all-round development and determines the admission list based on
the following criteria and weightings:

e Academic results (65%)

e  Conduct grades and performance in interview (30%)

e  Extracurricular activities and other abilities (5%)

Does the school interview all applicants?

The school interviews all applicants.

When will the interview be conducted? What is the format? Do parents need to attend the
interview?

The interview is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, March 14, 2026. The format includes a personal
interview (self-introduction and answering general questions) and reading an English passage. We
will invite parents to accompany their children to the interview and meet our teachers. [Note: No
written test will be conducted].

2. School Information

Q1:

A:

Q2:

Q3:

Q4.

What is the history of the school?

The school was founded in 1931 and was originally located in Happy Valley on Hong Kong Island.
It moved to its new campus in Tseung Kwan O in 2000.

What is the school's mission?

The school's motto is "Benevolence and Fraternity." We aim to provide student-centered education,
focusing on fostering independent thinking and creativity. Our approach emphasizes "Five Self-
Education” (7 p %7 ), which includes nurturing students' self-confidence, building a positive self-
image, and enhancing their abilities in self-discipline, self-learning, and self-evaluation—equipping
them with lifelong learning and problem-solving skills.

What is the school's class structure?

The school uses a "parallel class™" structure, with four classes for each level from Secondary 1 to
Secondary 6.

What is the medium of instruction at the school?

The school values the development of biliteracy and trilingualism in its students. In some junior
secondary classes, Science and Mathematics are taught in English, while other subjects are taught
in Chinese. In senior secondary, the medium of instruction will be English or Chinese, depending
on the students' subject choices and language abilities.



Q5: What is the school's homework and assessment policy?

A:  The school maintains strict standards for students' assignments, emphasizing both quality and
quantity. Students must complete their assigned work within the given deadlines to consolidate,
extend, and assess their learning. The school implements a continuous assessment policy and has
four summative assessments per year (two uniform tests and two exams).

Q6: How does the school catering for learner diversity?

A:  The school provides enrichment programs to enhance students' abilities in various areas and nurture
gifted students. The school also has a school-based guidance program to consolidate the foundations
of underachieving students.

Q7: How can parents stay informed about their child's progress at school?

A:  The school places great importance on home-school cooperation. Parents can stay updated through
school notices, the school website, text messages, student handbook, and parent handbook.
Additionally, the school organizes events such as New Student Parents' Day, Parents' Night, and
Academic Assessment Day to help parents understand their children's experiences at school and to
promote co-education.

Q8: What is the school's strategy for student growth and support?

A:  The school highly values students' moral development and implements a whole-school approach.
The school has also hired additional student counselors to strengthen support for students' growth.

Q9: How does the school perform in public examinations?

A:  The school's performance in the 2025 Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination
was excellent. The passing rate for 11 subjects was higher than the city-wide average, and five of
them achieved a 100% passing rate. The distinction rate for Business, Accounting, and Financial
Studies reached 61.5%, and the distinction rate for History was 100%, both well above the average
in Hong Kong.

Others

Q1: How does the school help students adapt to secondary school life?

A:  The school organizes a new student orientation program during the summer, which includes
academic bridging courses, life guidance, discipline training, and sports activities. This helps
students have a meaningful summer and assists them in adapting to secondary school life.

Q2: What are the school fees?

A:  Theschool is a subsidized secondary school, and students at all levels are not required to pay tuition
fees.

Q3: How are extracurricular activities arranged at the school?

A:  Extracurricular activities include academic, sports, arts, service, and skills-based categories to
unlock students' potentials in different areas and boost their collaboration. The school places
importance on discipline training, and all Secondary 1 students must join the Civil Aid Service.

Q4: Can students go home for lunch? Do they have to eat vegetarian food only?

A:  Theschool requires Secondary 1 to Secondary 3 students to have lunch at school. Students can bring

their own lunch, buy it from the school tuck shop, order freshly prepared lunch from a supplier, or
have their parents deliver lunch to the school. Both the school tuck shop and the lunch supplier offer
vegetarian and non-vegetarian options, and students can choose freely.

Thank you for reading.

For any inquiries, please visit our school website (www.pokok.edu.hk) or call us at 2702 2863.



